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The Clinton Administration had adopted an 
engagement strategy toward the PRC. This strategy 
was designed to stabilize the Asia Pacific security and 
to revive the U.S. economy. On the diplomatic front, 
the Clinton Administration and the PRC agreed to 
build a “constructive strategic relationship”. Both 
sides agreed to cooperate on many security-related 
issues. However, both sides also had disputes on the 
issues of human rights and Taiwan. On the military 
and security front, the United States employed a 
preventive defense policy. It also apposed to China’s 
export of mass destruction weapons. The Clinton 
Administration dissuaded China not to threaten 
Taiwan by sending tow aircraft carriers to the Taiwan 
Strait area. The U.S. also amended the U.S.-Japan 
Guidelines for Defense Cooperation in 1997 to the 
strengthen bilateral security cooperation. On the 
economic front, the Clinton Administration had 
endeavored to expand the bilateral economic relations 
with PRC. President Clinton decided to extend the 
Most-Favored-Nation status to China. The U.S. also 
support the PRC to pursue a membership in the World 
Trade Organization.
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